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CONFERENCE MINISTER - ADVENT ‘38 


It is truly good to be with you here in the Southeast Conference. You 
welcome us warmly; and Beth and | are grateful tc be in ministry with 
you. So much has happened in these three months: Association 
meetings; many church visits; Board of Birectors; Service of Covenant and 
installation; cansuitation with National UCC representatives to covenant 
about the future of the Southeast Conference. | wish you could be with 
me to hear the joys and Sorrows, to see the many ministries going on in 
the churches, to be with others in particular struggles in their pilgrimage 
of faith and church mission. 


You are the Advent peagie! - locking, expecting, awaiting, hoping. | am 
impressed with the responsiveness and eagerness at almost every turn. 
With such faith, cur tomorrows will be God's future. In this Advent 
season, and end of the year, | reflect om the poignancy of Paul's message 
to (11 Timothy, t:i-f4:) "As | remember you in my pragers....", “1 am 
reminded of your sincere faith - first in your grandmothers, aad mothers, 
and now | am sure dwells in you"; “Hence,...rekindle the gift of God in 
you.” To think of you all in your Churches is to remember your heritage, 
the faith given to you, and of the rekindting occurring throughout the 
Southeast Conference churches and members. The power af the Gospel! 
Thanks be to God. 


The wholeness of the Gospel beckons us. 9. T. Niles, the renowned 
mission jeader, referred to three necessary canversiaas: ta Christ, to the 
Church, to the Wortd. No partial gospel! {| am in the United Church of 
Christ because of a whole gospel} in which Gad claims my life in Jesus. 
{the gospel is intensely personal); because the Christian Community is the 
Body of Christ to which we belong and are challenged to service; because 
the world is the object of God's lave {John 3:16}. Through peapies, 
environment and structures of society, we are companions in the 
struggles for justice, peace and compassicn. With sucn a vision of a 
whole Saspel, God provides the resources for the mission. 


1 am concerned, friends, that the sinews of the cavenantal relationship 
which binds us together in common support and mission in the 
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Conference and Associations, and throughout the world - have sometimes 
been taken for granted or misunderstood. Through ali of our life in the 
Conference, we will be building covenantal ties. Let me illustrate one 
sorrowful note in this regard: the wholeness of the Gaspel in which we 
all participate through Our Church's Wider Mission (GCIUM) is sometimes 
minimal in our church budgets. In same cases, other individual activities 
and projects (all good, !'m sure} are better funded than QCWM. We shall 
come to know in the future the many ministries in which each of us 
participates throughout the world as we support our convenantal 
partners through OCWM. We will know the joy of sharing. 


Now, as we embark ints 1989, | pray God's blessing be with each of you 
and each of the chuches of the Southeast Conference as we look to a life 
of active verbs: walk, folicw, journey, do, cammit, fove, grow, builid, 
give, care.... Disciples living the Gospel! 


Faithfully, 


Roger B. Knight 
Conference Minister 
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STAFF NEWS! 


Welcome, elarya /, faster who began as Administrative 
Assistant/Office Manager, November 16. Previously, she was 
Administrative Assistant far the Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, and mast 
recently was fissistant to the Executive Director of the new Presbyterian 
Denominational Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky. 


With regret, the resignation of Karty +fartia was accepted. Xalay 
has been a very loyal Administrative Assistant for these past BEA 
years, has given loving devotion ta the Conference, its tasks and its 
people. We rejoice with her in her promotion as a staff person with an 
insurance company in Atlanta. We will miss her in this task, but rejoice in 
that she will be helping and will be participating in the life of Conference 
activities. 


favid Lear has submitted his resignation as Coordinator of the 
Alabama-Tennessee Association, effective December 3ist. He has served 
for over four years on a 1/3 time basis. Starting in November, the Church 
of the Good Shepherd and Fellowship Christian Church (Disciples of Christ} 
began a partnership ministry in Crassuille where David is the new pastor. 
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Beginning January 1, 1989, feger_# KXafgs? will assume the role of 
Ala-Tenn Coordinator, during this time of transition in the Conference 


OFFICE HOURS ara now 8:30 a.m. - 4:38 p.m., EST., Monday-Friday. The 
telephone answering machine will be connected after hours ta receive 
messages, and thus return calls as soon as possible. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES 


Fairfield Glade, Tennessee Cammunity Church broke ground for their new 
sanctuary and additional roams on Wednesday, October Sth and are 
aiming for a Spring dedication. We rejoice with the members and the 
pastor, Rev. Wolfgang Koehler. Fairfield Glade is a joint congregation of 
the United Church of Christ and me oh paseo Church, USR. 
aa & 

Chattanooga, Pilgrim Congregational Church - The Rev. James Smatiey 
was installed as the pastor on Sunday, November 6th. We welcome Jim, 


Sally, and their three daughters te Chattanaega. 
lan 
2a 


The church at Waveriu, Tennessee is in the stage of appiying ta be a 
congregation of the United Church af Christ, has purchased 5-1/2 acres of 
land and have their 30x72 building almost campleteiy constructed. [tis a 
unique log construction, very attractive, focated on the new bypass road 
at Waveriy. The spirited congregation is served by the Rev. Tai Hartman. 

one 
Atianta, Central Church has called the Rev. Or. Stepien Ste 
pastor to begin February ist. Stephen has teen staff persan with the 
United CHurcn Boaard for Homeland ALE tries in New Yark. 

ma ht wt 
On Gctober 30th, Herbert Young was ordained into the Christian ministry, 
in Valley, Alabama. 

arr 
Huntsville UCT has voted tu Buiid a new sanctuary in 1989. Having 
celebrated their 25th Anniversary 2 years ago, we rejoice with them in 
this step forward. Jim Norris is pastor. 

a a & 
LaGrange UCC, Roy Bain, pastor, has voted to reiucaie. Pians are now al 
the beginning stages. 


apy iit k a 
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Robbins Parish - served by Ralph Galt and Len Stark 
Deer Lodge - served by Clifton Scott 

a © 
On October 9th, Fred Nixon was installed as pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Savannah. 

wo wm 
On November 20th, the Rev. James Smart was installed as pastor of the 
Lanett, Alabama SE aed bie oe Church at 3:00 p.m. 

a = 
Atlanta United Church of Christ closed on its foan to finish the interior of 
the church on October 6th. They hope to complete the building in 
December. Dedication is being planned for the early part of 1989. 


LCCECCCOOECL OCLC CELLO EC CLC CEST SELES 
SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE WOMEN'S MEETING 


A special recognition ceremony was held on Saturday night, October 8, 
1988, to honor seven women within the Conference. Each woman has 
served the United Church of Christ through the focal, association, 
conference and wider church. Each woman is to be commended for her 
years of dedicated service. 


We give thanks to these women and ali they have given ta others: 


June Bell, Atlanta, 6A 

Dorothea Bawling, Gatlinburg, TN 
Carol Jean Detcher, Atianta, GA 
Mary Marsnali, Montgomery, AL 
Uirginia McCamey, Dawsonville, GA 
Pat McJunkins, Monticello, GA 
Jewel Simon, Atfanta, GA 


CSS eeeee eee eee yryrr~T 
OCWM - THE END OF THE YEAR! 

Congregations and individuals - if you can, please send 3 far our Church's 

Wider Mission, to help balance the books in the Southeast Conference, to 


meet our goal far the national and woridwide missions: 


. Churches that have sent nothing, send for GCWM 
. 6a a second mile with a special effart! 


You may want to send before the SoGKS CLOSE JANUARY 16, 1988. 
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CELEBRATE THE COVENANT & INSTALLATION GF ROGER KNIGHT 


Gn November 19, churches and pastors gathered at Ist Congregational 
Church, Atlanta and expressed their commitment ta the cavenant that 
binds us together in Jesus Christ's Church. The Rev. Or. Reuben Shears 
spoke eloquently of “Setting Claser ta Ged", referring ta Mases' 
relationship with God and his leadership of the people; but then of God's 
desire to be close with all the people, directly. 


Roger Knight was installed as Conference Minister. Part of that cavenant 
was: 


Roger Duayne Knight. seeing that you are called to ministry by the grace 
of God. and that the Conference of the United Church of Christ has been 
led to call you as its Conference Minister, are you willing to enter this 
covenant with its members who are one in Christ? 
CONFERENCE MINISTER RESPONSE 

[am willing. and [ promise to serve this Conference faithrully. preaching 
and reaching che word of God. administering the sacraments, and fulftil- 
ing the sascoral office of Conference Minister. 


APPRECIATION TO: 

Planning Committee — F. Thomas. J. Cummings. C. J. Delcher. Essie 

Hoiman. 2 Xnight. J. H. Grigsby 

First Congregational Church — hosting this event 

Choir Members — from our Churches 

Dr. Gordon Tier. organist. First Congregational Church 

Dr. Roiand Yates. choir director 

The Rev. George Thomas. Senior Pastor. First Congregational Caurch 

Ms. Jane Cummings. member. Search Committee 

The Rev. Sandve Mullins. Assistant Conference Minister 

The Rev, David Loar, Aluoama-Tennessee Association Coordinator 

Ms. Beth Xaigin. Commissioned Minister - CGS 

Dr. Reucen AX Sheares (1. Senior Pasior. Congregational Church of Park 
Vianer, Cateago: cormer Executive Director of she Office tor Church Lite 


ay 


Woedward. Vudway Congregational Church. Georgia: 
save Council 

Southeast Conference Youth Council 

hease Conterence Moderator. Chairperson. Board 


Tromas. Chairperson. Search Committee 

Caroi Jean Delcher. Chatrperson. Georgia-South Carolina 
aon Communes on the Minist 
- Or lames Cosien. Oresident. Interdenominational Tneological 


silin Russeil. Conterence Minister, Southeastem Conference 

a Blankenhorn. Associate Conference Minister 

The Rev. Dr. Rober Nubile. Exesunve Associate. CCBHM 

The Rev. Dr. Norman Jackson. Executive Director. CALM (Council on 
Ameccun [adtan Ministres) 
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Ms. Dorothy Lester, National Associate. Otfice for Church Life and 
Leadership x 


The Rev. James Myers, Past Moderator. Southeast Conference 

The Rev. Rodert Sherrod. Moderator of General Synod. UCC 

Dr. David Alexander. Regional Executive. Christian Church. Disciples of 
Canst 

Dr. William Andes. former Southeust Conterence Minister 

Dr. Emmett Floyd. tormer Southeast Conterence Minister 

Dr. Donald Leiter, Executive Director. Georgia Council of Churches 

Dr. Perry Ginn. Executive Diregtor. Metro Atlanta Council of Churches 


Other participants in the service included: 


&. Thomas Or. J. Casten 

§. Mullins R. Russell 

0. Loar R. Noble (UCBHM} 

W, Blankenhorn N. Jackson {CAIM) 

B. Knight 0. Laster (@CCL) 

AR. Woodward J. Myers (Past Moderator/S.£. Canf.} 
§. Everett R. Sherrod (Moderator/UCC} 
C. du. Deicher Plus other ecumenical 

J. Cummings representatives 

F, Thomas 

A. Morgan 


Thanks is expressed ta the Planning Cammittee af F. Thomas, dane 
Cummings, Ms. Essie Holmaa, J. Howard Grigsby, Carol Jean Betcher. 


MEETINGS SCHEDULE 


SATE TIME MEETING / PLACE 

JAN. 14 10 - 4:99 Cammissian on Church & Ministry, 
Central Church, atlanta 

: 2+ g- GA Council of Churches Festival of Faith, 
Macan 

FEB. 13 10 - 2:38 Evangelism Training Workshop, Central, 
Atlanta 

3 1g 1g - Ala-Tenn Executive Committee, 


Chattanooga, Pilgrimage 
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(Meeting Schedule Cont'd) 


DATE TIME MEETING/PLACE 
24-25 6-3:00 Conference Board of Directors, Atlanta 
MAR. 2 10:30 - 6 Conference Consultation with National UCC 
Representatives, Atlanta 
APR. 21-22 Mini-Camp / Alabama 
MAY 8-10 


Pastors & Spouses Retreat, Rock Ridge 
Camp, LaGrange 


JUNE 9-11 Annual Meeting, Emory University, Atlanta 
June 29 - July 4 General Synod, Ft. Worth, Texas 
JUNE 26-80 1990 EHPERIENGE 1990 


{watch for further information) 


Wideo cassette on Preparing Taxes - develaped by Pension Board will be 
available "on loan" from Conference Office. 


Peace & Justice Network Regional Meeting - Baltimore in March - Ask 
David Loar, Crossville, TN, regarding information. 
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SPECIAL MEETINGS THROUGHGUT THE CONFERENCE 
WITH 
ROGER KNIGHT IN JANUARY 


Roger would like representatives from each church ta be 
present. News of the Canference will be shared; charch 
insurance will be introduced; MOST IMPORTANT, EVERY CHURCH 
WILL RECEIVE A BOSKLET, with training and instruction, ta 
develop the history and identity of the church - which is 
especially needed by the Conference Office. Please attend the 
meeting clasest ta you. 


DATE TIME CHURCH FOR 
JAN. 3 (Sun) 6:30 Howard UCC, Nashville - Nashville area 
9 (Mon) 12:39 Crossville UCC, IN - Central IN 
9 (Mon) 7:98 Kacruille UCL, TN - Northeast IN 
19 (Tues} 7:00 Chattanaaga, IN - Southeast TN 
13 {Fri} 7:99 Pyron Chapel, FL - So. Ala. / N.WD. FL 
17 (Tues} 7:99 Charleston, Circular - Charleston 


18 (Wed) 12:00 Savannah, 6a = 
13 (Wed) 7:96 Midway, SA = 


19 (Thurs) 7:09 Central Church - fitilanta area 
20 (Fri} 11:99 LaGrange - East Alabama 
20 (Fri) 7:99 Caddo - North Alabama 
21 (Sat) 1:00 Alexander City - W. Ala. cluster 


26 (Thurs) 72:90 Roanoke - Cent. Ala ciast 
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To: Southeast Conference Office 
From: Mary Brueggemann 


RE: Women's Concerns - Southeast Conference 
for next Newsletter 


News and Notes 


A successful Fall Retreat was held last month. Music was a highlight with the Rush 
Memorial UCC choir giving a choral concert and Beth Knight as song leader. A silent 
auction Relped to raise $650 for OCWM. The conference weekend ended with a balanced 
ledger and we returned rested, renewed with new friendships formed among us. 


It is time to 9ut che Regional ‘Yomen's Retreaton next year's calendar. It will be in Florida, 
October 12 -15, 1989. Shirley Higgins from Trinity UCC in Athens, Alabama, vice chair 
of the Women’ 3 Commission is neading up the "Bus Committee. We may need two buses 
to get us all there. Begin planning now for your women's group to go. Count on the 
experience to change your life and renew your women's group! 


The Cooreunete Center for WVomen in Church and Society is. asking Conferences for 
nominations for three iay women from each Conference to be honored at General Synod 17 
in Fort VYorth Texas in 1989. Please submit your suggestions to the Conference Women's 
Commission c/o SE Conference by February 1, 1989. 


Don't forge: the Women's Mite! We nave learned whac will happen when each person gives 
a mite co telp others! Let's xeep up the good work. 5 cents a day == $18.25 a year. It can 
make a world of dii 


The latest issue of "Common Lot’ kas lots of authors from among us in the Southeast 
Conference. Peg Manoa writes the lead article on 3S in the retirement years. If you 
haven't a copy, we'll gladly send you one. Write the Conference Office. 


‘Nomen network very well. If you have done something interesting in your Women's group, 
write it up and lec us Snow about it. Sharing program and activities of church women's 
groups neips us al. Let us hear from you today! 
grout y ) 


SnD 
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